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Today’s Agenda

• Welcome and Introductions
• My Interest in Creativity
• What is Creativity?
• Combining creativity, skills & expertise to earn 

additional income
• Examples of Teachers to Teacherpreneurs
• Unleash your Creativity



My Interest in Creativity
While working in Hong Kong in the late 90’s, local teachers 

often commented that “our students are not creative”.



The Creativity Myth

• there are creative types

• it is a rare gift

• people have an innate 
ability

“Decide to be creative”

Our potential is unknown





What is Creativity?

involves two processes: thinking, then producing

• the ability to perceive the world in new ways
• to find hidden patterns
• to make connections between unrelated phenomena
• to generate solutions 



Do you think that ESL 
teachers are creative?

Do you think you are 
creative?

Brene Brown – “creative 
scar”



creativity + skills + expertise = $



Definitions for Teacherpreneur

“classroom experts who teach 
students regularly, but also have 
time, space, and reward to incubate 
and execute their own ideas -- just 
like entrepreneurs”.   (Berry, 2015). 



“A classroom teacher who is both 
educator and entrepreneur; an educator 
who works a flexible and/or freelance 
schedule; and/or an educator with a 
―side hustle that supplements their 
income”.    (Porter-Isom, 2015)



“an educator who combines his/her 
creativity, skills and expertise to 
develop products, resources and/or 
services for additional income”

My Definition



Freelancer vs. Teacherpreneur
Freelancer Teacherpreneur

• paid per hour or project
• limited hours per week 

that we can work
• always looking for new 

work or freelance 
projects

• designs, develops, 
writes, sells products

• creates passive income
• frees up time to do 

other things



Why become a teacherpreneur?

• to feel inspired or 
challenged

• to have more work-life 
balance

• be more creative
• travel/work anywhere
• rise of precarious 
employment 





Transferable Skills



Activity - Mindmapping
Why Mindmaps? 

• help generate ideas 
that are divergent and 
unconventional

Lists – capture the best 
ones



Free Online Course at https://imindmap.com/how-to-mind-map/



Top Ways to Earn Income
Freelancer

1. online teaching (VIPKids/italki
or on your own)

2. academic writing (proofreading/ 
editing)

www.freelancer.com
www.upwork.com

3. English Language 
Assessments (CELPIP, IELTS)

4. translation (freelance websites 
or on your own)

Teacherpreneur

Digital products

1. e-books

2. courses

3. teaching materials

Publishing/Self-Publishing

http://www.freelancer.com/
http://www.upwork.com/
http://www.freelancer.com/




Leandra King - Barbados



Shanthi Cumaraswamy Streat - UK



Anthony & Alessandra – Italy 



Michel & Christine – Canadians in 
Indonesia



Ryan O’Loughlin – USA 



Douglas Rummell - USA



Katy Simpson - Thailand



Canadian teacherpreneurs

Drew Smith Marlene Paglia



Gwen Zeldenrust – Impressions 
Video

Nicholas Walker – Virtual Writing 
Tutor



Your Journey

• there is no one way to become a 
teacherpreneur

• no formula for success
• it is an individual journey 
• “there is more than one way” 

Angela Watson
• it is about what works for you right 

now



Resources

www.teacherpreneur.ca

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/7060976

TESL Ontario Webinar

Contact Magazine – Spring Issue

palmer.patrice@gmail.com

http://www.teacherpreneur.ca/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/7060976
http://www.teacherpreneur.ca/
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